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Abstract
Communication, Culture and Critique has been the leading venue for critical approaches to communication and media studies. This issue marks 
the first guided by a newly formed Editorial Collective, which seeks to rekindle the politically engaged scholarship epitomized by the Centre for 
Contemporary Cultural Studies at Birmingham University in the 1970s, then under the leadership of Stuart Hall. As we assume our responsibility 
to guide this journal and impact our fields, we would be remiss to ignore the glaring epicenter of the prevailing global order’s efforts to repro
duce itself: the State of Israel’s ongoing campaign of genocide against Palestinians in Gaza and its gradual expansion into the West Bank. As 
scholars of communication, media, culture, and technology, we cannot remain silent nor neutral in the face of livestreamed genocidal violence. 
We invite scholars of conscience to join us in calls for ceasefire and divestment against Israeli apartheid.
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Since its founding in 2008, Communication, Culture and 
Critique has been the leading venue for critical approaches to 
communication and media studies. This issue marks the first 
guided by a newly formed Editorial Collective, which seeks to 

rekindle the politically engaged scholarship epitomized by the 
Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies at Birmingham 
University in the 1970s, then under the leadership of Stuart 
Hall. Hall’s vision of Cultural Studies and conjunctural analysis 
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of capitalism was a response to crises in political legitimacy that 
would pave the way for decades of criminalization of racially 
subjugated populations and the hegemony of neoliberalism. 
Reflecting on her own experience of collective feminist praxis of 
research linking prison abolition and anti-militarism, Angela 
Davis reminds us that Hall’s collaborative approach to critical 
research attended to, “( … ) the circuits that lead from the inti
mate to the institutional.”1 It is in the spirit of such collective 
alertness to the balance of forces in our present conjuncture— 
characterized, as it is, by myriad political, social, economic and 
environmental crises—that we set out to imagine how things 
might be otherwise.

As we assume our responsibility to guide this journal and 
impact our fields, we would be remiss to ignore the glaring 
epicenter of the prevailing global order’s efforts to reproduce 
itself: the State of Israel’s ongoing campaign of genocide 
against Palestinians in Gaza and its gradual expansion into 
the West Bank.

As of December 2024, the Israeli military invasion and oc
cupation of Gaza has displaced millions and resulted in at 
least 45,000 Palestinian deaths, more than half women and 
children. Tens of thousands more have been killed by starva
tion, neglect, and lack of access to adequate healthcare.2 

Despite repeated votes in support of ceasefire by the vast ma
jority of nations in the UN, the State of Israel’s collective pun
ishment of the people of Gaza for attacks against Israeli 
civilians on October 7, 2023, has only intensified thanks to 
the unmitigated political support of the United States and 
many of its Western European allies, who have provided cru
cial funding, weapons, and diplomatic support.

These powers strongly deny the charge of genocide in Gaza 
which has been recognized as plausible by the International 
Court of Justice.3

As Isabella Hammad poignantly writes: “It is a novel hor
ror in human history to watch a genocidal war on our 
phones.”4 Western legacy media outlets have actively cen
sored the genocide in Gaza while dutifully reporting the hor
rors of Russian occupation and war in Ukraine.5 Despite 
unprecedented journalistic censorship, most of the world has 
borne witness to genocide’s grim hallmarks in Gaza: the mass 
displacement and killing of civilians, and the wanton destruc
tion of civilian and cultural infrastructures including mos
ques, churches, and hospitals. This is thanks to the heroic 
documentation efforts of journalists and Palestinian civilians, 
often equipped with little more than smartphones and fleet
ing social media accounts. As educators, we are particularly 
attuned to the ongoing “scholasticide” in Gaza, the targeted 
arrests and killings of students, teachers, and professors, as 
well as the razing of libraries, museums, schools, and univer
sities. The Israeli military has “systematically obliterated” the 
educational system in Gaza with impunity.6

Far from its disputed claims as the “only democracy in the 
Middle East,” the Israeli military has engaged in the targeted 
killings of journalists and media workers in Palestine and 
Lebanon.7 It has raided and shuttered newsrooms in the 
West Bank.8 The Israeli state has also censored and threat
ened Israeli journalists as well as academics, activists, film
makers and other artists who have expressed solidarity with 
Palestinians or criticism of the Israeli military’s ruthless cam
paign against civilians in Gaza.9 Journalists and scholars 
have documented frequent telecommunication and internet 
blackouts in Gaza. Israel, hailed as a “start-up nation,” hones 
techniques of surveillance, targeting, spatial control, and 

cyber-warfare, documented for two decades by scholars of 
Israeli digital occupation and enclosures.10 More recently, an 
AI called “Lavender” has rapidly processed massive data to 
generate kill lists, also calculating the collateral murder 
according to the desirability of the targeted person.11 In this 
sense, AI is the latest iteration of colonial technologies of war 
that rationalize lowering the threshold of risk for killing civil
ians. These “innovations” in colonial war and policing are 
rapidly exported around the world in the service of targeting 
racially subjugated populations and imposing border controls 
from China to India, T€urkiye to the UAE, and of course 
across Australia, Canada, Europe, and the US.

As critical scholars of media, communication, culture, and 
technology, we reject the notion that our fields of study are 
disconnected (or separable) from the violent colonial condi
tions on the ground in Gaza. Hegemonic notions of scholarly 
impartiality, journalistic objectivity, technological neutrality, 
and disinformation have all been enlisted by the State of 
Israel and its allies to erase the Palestinian people, to distort 
collective understanding of their lived realities and struggles, 
and to discredit anyone willing to affirm their humanity. 
Scholars and journalists applying otherwise well-established 
critical frameworks—rooted in feminist, anti-racist, and 
anti-colonial and decolonial critique, Black studies, critical le
gal?studies, etc.—to criticize the State of Israel, its allies, and 
their coordinated dehumanization of the Palestinian people, 
have faced varying degrees of personal and professional retal
iation and precarity.12 Communication, Culture and Critique 
rejects the Israeli exceptionalism at the heart of the ongoing 
“Palestine Scare.”13

The mediation of high-tech genocide as critical 
to communication studies
What does it mean to “see” genocide in Gaza within the long 
history of colonial violence and within the context of less- 
mediated forms of genocidal violence both historically and in 
the present? As Edward Said once wrote: “Facts do not at all 
speak for themselves, but require a socially acceptable narra
tive to absorb, sustain and circulate them. Such a narrative 
has to have a beginning and end: in the Palestinian case, a 
homeland for the resolution of its exile since 1948.”14 Anti- 
colonial and feminist critics of excessive violence in the name 
of empire have long challenged the warped humanism of 
nominally impartial professional journalism based on seem
ingly neutral facts and legitimate visual evidence. So-called 
“free” media dutifully occlude and obscure mass violence, en
abling and reproducing liberal democracies by justifying 
some lives grievable and others not quite human enough, and 
therefore dispensable.15

This is by no means unique to the context of Israeli settler 
colonialism. Media outlets around the globe spanning liberal 
and authoritarian divides, including those committed to pro
fessional notions of objectivity like the New York Times and 
the BBC, mimic such biased politics of representation of both 
settler colonial and imperial violence.16 For much of the 21st 
century, internationally-oriented commercial media outlets 
have gamely participated in the cultivation of a “War on 
Terror” discourse, mobilizing Islamophobia to justify vio
lence against Afghans, Iraqis, Syrians, Somalis, Pakistanis 
and Yemenis.17 Those same outlets have, by and large, 
normalized the mass civilian slaughter of racially marked 
Palestinians.
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Israel has killed at least 188 journalists and media workers 
in the past year—the vast majority of them Palestinian.18 

And at least five were deliberately targeted: Issam Abdallah, 
Hamza Al Dahdouh, Mustafa Thuraya, Ismail Al Ghoul, and 
Rami Al Refee.19 These deaths amount to a kind of epistemic 
necropolitics akin to scholasticide in which those who pro
duce public facts must be silenced. In parallel, Israeli cyber- 
intelligence companies like Pegasus and global technology 
giants like Alphabet, Amazon, Meta, and Microsoft have 
made themselves central infrastructural actors of the genocide 
through both technology provision and media censorship. 
Just as prominent writers, artists and journalists of con
science have resigned in protest against their employers’ cov
erage of Gaza, dozens of workers at Microsoft and Google 
have been fired for protesting their employers’ essential sup
port in the digital logistics of war, including artificial intelli
gence targeting.20 Within the tech industry, this repression 
exposes how ideals of corporate innovation as putatively lib
eral, non-hierarchical and race neutral, have given way to co
lonial military contracts as part of profit expansion.

The targeted killing of media and cultural workers in Gaza 
and the refusal by technologists and media workers around 
the world to be complicit in genocide exemplify the need for 
scholars of communication, media, and technology to chal
lenge the foundational myths of the European “public 
sphere” and Silicon Valley’s corporate innovation cultures 
through anticolonial analytic strategies.21

As a journal, we will serve as a dedicated venue for critical 
communication and cultural studies research and analysis chal
lenging global regimes of empire. We invite scholarship that 
contributes to our collective understanding of the present con
juncture, including foremost, the ongoing US and European- 
backed Israeli state violence against Palestinians. We also 
encourage critical scholarship on U.S.-supported colonial and 
corporate violence and resistance, whether in the Congo, Haiti 
or elsewhere, and U.S. settler colonial extractive and racial vio
lence within its own national borders. We welcome critical anti- 
colonial analysis of ethno-nationalist and extractive violence 
and opposition, including the Chinese state’s targeting of the 
Uighur minority; the Indian state’s occupation of Kashmir and 
ongoing dehumanization of Muslims and oppressed religious 
and caste communities; the Turkish state’s repression against 
the Kurds; the Ethiopian ethnic cleansing of Tigrayans, and so 
on. As anthropologist Nisrin Elamin writes, student-led solidar
ity campaigns have exposed the common threads between 
Israeli mass violence in Gaza and the United Arab Emirates’ 
funding and support of mass violence in the Sudan: “The same 
British colonizers set the stage for this counterrevolutionary 
state violence in both Sudan and Palestine through colonial 
agreements and betrayals, creating the fertile soil for ethno- 
nationalist, violent, extractive states to emerge; states for which 
the supremacy of some is predicated on the dehumanization 
and dispossession of others.”22

Our aim then is to push beyond stale Cold War divides— 
and recognize the present of settler colonialism, whether in 
the Americas or in Israel. Gaza is a lens that allows us to re- 
assess the relationship between the largest global anti-war 
movement in our lifetimes, and global South states, including 
the majority in the Arab world and much of Asia and Africa, 
where states have largely stayed silent in the face of genocide. 
And even when countries like Egypt, Iran, China, Pakistan, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia and the UAE speak out for Palestine, 
they adopt the very same strategies of violence within their 

own territorial boundaries. These disruptions of “Third 
World Solidarity” and the distorted legacy media coverage of 
the high-tech genocide in Gaza push us to challenge our foun
dational normative theories, whether of media and democ
racy or technological innovation and “freedom” in and well 
beyond Palestine.

The university’s role in the suppression of 
global solidarity movements
As critical media, cultural and technology scholars, we must 
situate our objects of analysis within their appropriate histor
ical and contemporary contexts. The term “apartheid,” 
though contentious, is apt when identifying the contempo
rary struggles of Palestinians with historically similar strug
gles, such as those faced by South Africans in the 20th 
century.23 South Africans themselves readily see these paral
lels. When protestors there chant “freedom from Salt River 
to the sea,” they draw a chain of equivalence between Israeli 
settler colonialism in Palestine and the colonial legacies in 
black working-class neighborhoods in Cape Town (like Salt 
River) in contrast with wealthy coastal areas.

Tareq Baconi has noted that “apartheid” enriches our un
derstanding of a global settler project by connecting protests 
for political rights “from Sharpeville to Selma.”24 These con
nections are also salient for critical cultural analysis. Where 
protestors see themselves in common struggle, we can and 
should identify their shared social and cultural conditions. As 
anti-colonial movements fought and gained national political 
sovereignty across much of Africa and Asia in the post-World 
War II order, South Africa was on a reverse course imple
menting apartheid as a settler colonial and racial project of 
political segregation and domination in 1948. In the same 
year and for years to come, the British, alongside the US, 
would provide the geopolitical support for the establishment 
of the ethno-state of Israel based on the nationalist political 
ideology of Zionism, rendering the rights of the majority of 
the Arab Palestinian population who lived in what was now 
Israel as “non-Jews.” As Saree Makdisi (2024) puts it, 
“Zionism as practiced is not an abstraction ( … ) It happened 
in the land of Palestine. It happened at the expense—and it is 
happening at the expense—of the Palestinian people.”25

The conditions in 20th-century South Africa ultimately 
resulted in decades of worldwide condemnation. So too, we 
should condemn apartheid in 21st-century Israel, not just in 
relation to the diminished political rights of “Non-Jewish” 
citizens of Israel who live within the 1948 borders, but also 
of its control over and domination of the West Bank, East 
Jerusalem and Gaza.26

During the late-1980s anti-apartheid protests in the global 
North, university administrators were publicly shamed for 
aligning with the White apartheid state of South Africa in the 
face of calls for divestment on university campuses.27 Today, 
in the US, Canada, the UK, Germany and elsewhere, univer
sity administrators are fielding similar calls for boycotts of 
study abroad programs in Israel and divestment from compa
nies that profit from Israeli apartheid. This time, administra
tors are attempting to cast shame and punishment on the 
students, faculty, and staff calling for a permanent ceasefire 
in Gaza—painting protesters with the brush of antisemitism. 
But there are important and necessary distinctions to be 
drawn between the scourge of antisemitism and criticizing 
and opposing Zionism as enacted by the State of Israel as a 
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racist political reality. Criticisms of the political project of 
Zionism as implemented by the State of Israel, must not be 
conflated with racism against the Jewish people.28

This distinction is increasingly lost on academic institutions 
in the global North, who, despite claiming to value academic 
freedom and free expression, have become spaces where fac
ulty, staff, and students, including growing numbers of young 
anti-Zionist Jewish students and faculty, are repressed and 
punished for condemning the State of Israel’s genocidal 
actions. Global solidarity anti-war protests for Palestinian lib
eration emerged across campuses in the spring of 2024, with 
some 175 encampments in more than 35 countries calling for 
ceasefire and divestment.29 These activists made connections 
to other abolitionist and anti-colonial efforts with messages 
like “Solidarity from Ferguson to Palestine,” and “From 
Palestine to Mexico, all the walls have got to go!” Universities 
swiftly condemned, arrested, suspended, fired, and banned 
students, faculty, and staff who have participated in these soli
darity actions. Administrators called the police on their own 
students and employees, many of whom were people of color, 
flagrantly contradicting institutional commitments to anti- 
racism and “police off campuses” that followed the George 
Floyd uprisings of 2020.30

The flagrant and erroneous conflation of anti-Zionism 
with antisemitism has been used to justify doxing, threaten
ing, criminalizing, and silencing speech and dissent critical of 
the State of Israel’s well-documented actions in Gaza and the 
West Bank.31 Pro-Israel activists and nominally objective 
journalists have variously relied on this confusion to demon
ize and vilify students and faculty. These developments have 
had a chilling effect within academic and pedagogical 
spaces.32 As educational institutions, media organizations 
and tech corporations wield accusations of “antisemitism” as 
part of a targeted disinformation and manipulation campaign 
to quell critique of Israeli state violence—this politically expe
dient strategy is one that is rapidly being adopted by ethno- 
nationalist political agendas.33

As critical scholars in our present conjuncture, we have a 
responsibility to hold space for dissent, uncomfortable dis
cussions, and support movements whose calls for justice are 
being silenced.

The imperative for critical scholarly 
interventions
The long tradition of Palestinian political resistance is deeply 
intertwined with politically engaged critical theory. Palestinian 
thinkers have played a crucial role in anti-colonial and femi
nist critique globally, including our own field’s critical under
standings of media, culture and technology.34 As such, the 
history and present of the mediated Palestinian struggle should 
more prominently inform our scholarship and pedagogy.

Beyond research and teaching, calls for ceasefire and di
vestment and boycott of cultural and academic institutions 
complicit in Israeli apartheid have been issued by numerous 
scholarly associations and organizations.35 In October of 
2024, some 1,000 authors signed a pledge to boycott Israeli 
cultural institutions complicit in Israeli occupation, apart
heid, and genocide.36

The professional associations that structure our fields of 
study—including the historically progressive International 
Association of Mass Communication Research, established to 
promote “humanistic ideals about world peace”—have 

responded shamefully with resounding silence.37 Elsewhere, 
11 editors of communication and rhetoric journals published 
a joint statement in the front pages of an issue of their 
respective journals, condemning the U.S.-based National 
Communication Association's (NCA’s) banning of Palestinian 
scholar Ahlam Muhtaseb from speaking during the presiden
tial session, which was organized by NCA’s first Palestinian 
president, Walid Afifi. They also published in full Dr. 
Muhtaseb’s remarks in their respective journals. In addition to 
asking readers to “join the call for a permanent ceasefire and 
an end to the occupation in Palestinian territories,” they re
mind us that: “Speaking out matters. Communication matters. 
Media framing matters. Words matter. Stories matter. 
Visuals matter.”38

Here, we call for journals across our multiple professional 
associations to do much more than speak out against censor
ship of academic speech and neutral calls for academic free
dom. We call on our associations, including the International 
Association of Mass Communication Research (IAMCR), 
and the International Communication Association (ICA) that 
publishes this journal, along with others associated with 
Communication, Film and Media Studies, Cultural Studies, 
and Science and Technology Studies (STS), to join critical 
scholars across disciplines who have heeded the century-long 
call to “educate, organize, agitate.” This means demanding 
that our professional associations at minimum take a stance 
on calling for an immediate ceasefire in Gaza. We also call 
for our Schools of Journalism, Departments of 
Communication, Media and Film Studies, Information 
Studies, and all relevant professional associations to vocifer
ously support the protection of Palestinian journalists, film 
and media makers, artists and scholars, while at the same 
time protect academic freedom for those who speak out 
against genocide and occupation of Palestine within our own 
universities.

Our resistance and interventions can take many forms, 
from explicit agitation to subversive acts appropriate to our 
respective locations: resistance campaigns in our workplaces 
and our professional institutions against censorship and re
pression; working on ensuring that our universities and pro
fessional associations divest from weapons, research funds or 
initiatives that contribute to the ongoing project of Israeli 
apartheid; resourcing Palestinian scholars, journalists, media 
makers, tech activists and artists; and furthering our collec
tive objectives to decolonize our pedagogic and research prac
tice. We can support scholars and students fleeing violence. 
We can insist that our academic institutions refuse to collude 
with corporations or state agencies that benefit from apart
heid and genocide. We should encourage all critical scholars 
of communication, culture, and technology to engage in such 
interventions wherever and however they can.

The Editorial Collective of Communication, Culture and 
Critique stands in solidarity with all subjugated peoples who 
continue to suffer under the violence of colonial/racial, capi
talist and fascist regimes including the people of Palestine. As 
scholars of communication, media, culture, and technology, 
we cannot remain silent nor neutral in the face of live
streamed genocidal violence. We invite all scholars of con
science in our fields of study to join us with your own 
collective efforts for ceasefire, divestment and boycott against 
Israeli apartheid, and to support justice in Palestine.

We conclude by reiterating a question posed by Palestinian 
scholars Alia Al-Sabi and Amany Khalifa: what can words do 
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amid genocide? To that they answered, “We write because 
this is how we carry our dead with us. Even when we do not 
know their names, even when they are too broken to be em
braced, even when they are too buried in the rubble to re
cover. We write so that our dead can continue living in 
our words.”39
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